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ABSTRACK
This paper discusses the trade of Jambi pepper covering production area, production,
transportation, marketing from upstream to downstream and involved factors of the
whole trade. The trade route is divided into two. First, from upstream production
area brought to downstream (Port of Jambi). Secondly, from upstream through an
alternative path to Muaro Tebo to Strait of Malacca through Indragiri and Kuala
Tungkal. The traders involved the main producer of pepper in Jambi. Producers of
pepper, Minangkabau farmers living along the Batanghari River, and traders are
Portuguese, Chinese, Dutch, and English, as well as the sultan and nobles of Jambi.
The heyday of Jambi pepper trade did not long last because pepper farmers moved to
plant other commodities, such as rice and cotton especially when the price of pepper
fell in the world market.
Keywords: trading, pepper, and Jambi Sultanate.

A. PREFACE
Sumatra’s voyages and spice trade are
historical aspects that historians have
relatively neglected. There has not been
a particular study that discusses the
historical phenomenon (Gusti Asnan,
2017: 1). Even if there is, the discussion
of aspects of spices is only part of the
aspects and focus of other studies.
According to Gusti Asnan, there is no

doubt that shipping and spice trade was
once an important part of Sumatra’s
history. Not only that, Sumatra’s
shipping and spice trade had a big
influence on the country’s shipping and
trade networks and global networks.

Pepper is one of the leading trade
commodities from the archipelago,
especially Sumatra. The demand for
pepper in the European and Middle
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Eastern markets is so high that pepper-
producing regions can increase their
selling prices and their production areas
expand. The search of spice made
European explorers sail the seas in the
16th century. Pepper has many
functions, such as spices, preservatives,
medicines and taken the oil for
fragrances and can be used as a medium
of exchange like money. At this time
pepper is widely used as a seasoning.
Increased demand for pepper is related
to the emergence of healthy living
habits (Masroh, 2014: 64).

One of the 16th Century pepper
producing areas in Sumatra was Jambi.
The rulers of Jambi exploited the
growth of trade in the waters of Malacca
in the 1550s to the end of the 17th
century, the Jambi Sultanate carried out
profitable pepper trade. Initially with the
Portuguese and since 1615 with British
and East Indies trading companies. In
this pepper trade also involved Chinese
people, Malays, Makassar and Java
(Scholten, 2008: 43).

Scholten quotes Barbara Watson
Andaya as writing, in 1616, the capital
city of Jambi was seen as the second
richest port in Sumatra after Aceh.
According to the estimates of the Dutch
East India Company (Vereenigde Oost
Indische Compagnie or VOC), the
sultanate won 30-35 percent of the
pepper sold. Jambi played an active role
in the regional political arena. In the
1670s, its strength was comparable to
his neighbors and enemies, Palembang
and Johor (Scholten, 2008: 44).

In Jambi, pepper is produced by
upstream areas of Jambi such as
Tanjung, Kuamang, Sumai, Muara
Tembesi, and other areas in VII Koto.
These regions are more politically
controlled by the Minangkabau than
Jambi. The pepper trade route in Jambi
is not only from upstream to
downstream Jambi but also has
alternative routes. Pepper from
upstream and Minangkabau is sent to
the Malacca Strait through Muaro
Ketalo which is often called as Small
Malacca. Pepper was carried through
the river to the Indragiri River and
crossed to the east coast of Sumatra
(Lindayanti, et al., 2001: 67).

This topic is interesting to examine
because of the large number of pepper-
producing regions in Sumatra, Jambi
was once the second largest port in
Sumatra after Aceh with pepper as the
main export commodity. Pepper trading
activities in Jambi have experienced ups
and downs and interesting trade
monopoly competition to examine.
Moreover, Jambi only functioned as a
trade port before pepper was exported
to China, Europe, or sent to Banten. In
addition, the pepper trade in Jambi has
suffered a setback and has disappeared
so that its past glory has barely been
found in its tracks until now.

This article “Pepper Trade in Jambi
from the 16th to 18th Century” is the
development of short writings that
the author wrote on the page
kajanglako.com on September 11,
2017, and reposted on the page
k e bu d a ya a n .k e m d ik b u d . go . i d /



bpnbkepri September 13, 2017. Various
data obtained displayed and discussed
in this article more broadly and
completely than what is displayed on
this page.

Regarding literature, based on the
author’s search, there are no books or
research reports that specifically
examine pepper trade in Jambi.
Nonetheless, the pepper trade in Jambi
has been alluded to in the book of
Barbara Watson Andaya (2016), Hidup
Bersaudara (Life of Brother), Southeast
Sumatra in the XVII and XVIII Ages.
This book is the main reference for the
author to describe the type of Jambi
society which is divided into upstream
and downstream groups. This condition
also affected the pepper trade in Jambi.
Pepper is planted in the upstream and
trading port in the downstream or in
Jambi Port.

M.A.P. Meilink Roelofsz (2016) in
his book Perdagangan Asia &
Pengaruh Eropa di Nusantara (Asian
Trade & European Influence in the
Archipelago) between 1500 and around
1630 also explained that the pepper
trade in Jambi was initially controlled
by the Portuguese rather than other
European nations. The first to enter
Jambi was Portuguese. The competition
happened after England and the
Netherlands arrived. The competition
ended with the expulsion of the
Portuguese from Jambi.

Books of Lindayanti, Junaidi T.
Noor, and Ujang Hariadi (2013), Jambi
Dalam Sejarah (Jambi in History)
1500-1942 wrote about changes in the

economy of Jambi. Starting from Jambi
as an export port for Minangkabau
hinterland products, such as gold,
pepper, and Jambi’s own forest products
and rubber and oil palm commodities
after Jambi came under the rule of the
Dutch colonial government until later
it was discovered petroleum.

A.B. Lapian writing (1992) entitled
Jambi Dalam Jaringan Pelayaran dan
Perdagangan Masa Awal (Jambi in the
Early Period of Shipping and Trading
Networks) has examined trade in Jambi
in pre-history, Sriwijaya until the
emergence of the Netherlands through
the VOC in Jambi. In this paper, there
is a pepper trade in Jambi which
encourages the arrival of Makassar,
Java and other regions to Jambi to trade.

The existence of pepper trading in
Jambi in the sixteenth-eighteenth
century was written by Anastasia Wiwik
Swastiwi (2010) in her book Jambi
Dalam Lintasan Sejarah Melayu
(Jambi in the Historical Trajectory of
Malay) (Century I-XVII). Swastiwi
said, long before the arrival of the Dutch
in 1615, Jambi had become the main
producer of pepper, gold, areca nut, agar
wood, alam merah sap, jernang sap,
and jelutung sap. In the early 17th
century, Jambi was visited by traders
from China, India, Persia, Arabia,
Portugal, England, and the Netherlands.
British and Portuguese traders first
arrived but were not permitted to open
a trading office in Jambi. Similar to
other books, information about pepper
trade is a small part of the entire book.
It was not explained at length about
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pepper trading activities, including
pepper producing areas and pepper
trade routes in Jambi.

In the book of Elsbeth Locher
Scholten (2008), the Sumatra Sultanate
and Colonial State: Hubungan Jambi-
Batavia dan Bangkitnya Imperialisme
Belanda (Jambi-Batavia Relations and
the Rise of Dutch Imperialism) (1830-
1907), explaining the relationship
between the Jambi Sultanate and
Batavia. This book also explains the
territory of the Jambi Sultanate and the
socio-economic life of the Sultanate.
Locher-Scholten also touched on the
golden appeal of immigration from
Minangkabau which gave the color of
the diversity of the society of Jambi.

Another literature that specifically
addresses the relationship of pepper
trade in Jambi and the nomads to Jambi
is the Harmoni Kehidupan di Provinsi
Multi Etnis (Harmony of Life in Multi-
Ethnic Provinces): Studi Kasus
Integrasi Antara Penduduk Pendatang
dan Penduduk Asli di Jambi (A Case
Study of Integration between
Immigrants and Indigenous Populations
in Jambi) by Lindayanti, Witrianto, and
Zulqayyim (2010). They said that the
pepper trade was one of the main factors
for migrants, including Minangkabau,
Bugis, Arab, Chinese, and other tribes
in Indonesia migrating to Jambi.

William Marsden (2013) in the
book History of Sumatra also wrote the
production of Sumatran flora as a
trading commodity. According to
Marsden, the most important and
abundant commodity of all trade

commodities in Sumatra is pepper.
However, he discussed more the
technicalities of pepper cultivation and
its various types. In addition, he also
discussed trade carried out by the East
India Company (EIC), the British
trading office.

Not only the Jambi pepper problem,
as a comparison also saw pepper trade
in other regions. The pepper trade in
Lampung was written by Iim Imadudin
entitled Perdagangan Lada di Lampung
Dalam Tiga Masa (Pepper Trade in
Lampung in Three Periods) (16531930)
(Imadudin, 2016: 349). This paper
reveals the dynamics of pepper trade in
Lampung in three political systems. The
struggle for influence in the region is
created in a pattern of domination and
subordination. Lampung as a pepper
producer was under the influence of
Banten, the VOC, and the Dutch East
Indies government. Thus, it is inevitable
that economic exploitation will take
place in the relationship. The results of
the study show that the dynamics of
pepper trade in Lampung cannot be
separated from various competing
parties. The players are the Banten
Sultanate, VOC, and the Dutch East
Indies government. However, it cannot
be ruled out the role of Lampung’s local
elite. The waning of the pepper trade,
apart from internal factors, such as not
optimizing the maintenance of pepper
gardens, was also caused by declining
demand from the international market.
The factor of the monopoly of pepper
trade by foreign forces helped to destroy



the pepper trading system which had
been going on for a long time.

This paper is different from the
previous writings because it focuses on
exposing pepper trading activities in
Jambi in the 16th to 18th century. This
is different from previous writings
which mentioned a little about pepper
trading activities. For example, Barbara
Watson Andaya also discussed the trade
in pepper in Jambi, but only a small
portion. However, her book focused on
the lives of two brothers and the
competition between Jambi and
Palembang.

Based on the previous description,
the authors formulated several
problems, namely: 1) how was the
pepper trade route in the XVI-XVIII
century Jambi? ; 2) Social groups and
who play a role in the pepper trade? ;
3) What is the development of pepper
trade in Jambi during this period? ; 4)
What factors caused the decline in the
pepper trade?

This study uses historical research
methods which include heuristics,
internal and external criticism,
interpretation, and historiography. In the
heuristic stage or data collection,
researchers first determine the topics to
be discussed, namely the pepper trade.
Data collection in the form of library
studies was conducted at the National
Archives of the Republic of Indonesia,
Jambi Culture and Tourism Agency,
Library Agency, and Archives of Jambi
Province.

The next stage is internal and
external criticism, to see the authenticity

and reliability of the sources obtained.
External criticism carried out by
researchers is done by looking at the
background of the author, the paper
used, typeface, language, spelling, and
the publisher from the source of the
book. Internal criticism is done by
looking at the contents of the book,
whether the content is relevant to
historical facts and in accordance with
the topic to be discussed. The next stage
of the interpretation carried out based
on facts and also the data obtained so
that it is not just a mere imagination for
the researcher to include the data
sources used.

At the stage of interpretation of
primary sources that have been obtained
compared to other sources both
secondary and tertiary. This is done so
that there is no meaningful error. At this
stage, the researcher seeks to associate
facts with one another, so that a whole
picture of the event is obtained and
chronology and interrelated. The last
stage of historiography is historical
writing. Historical writing is arranged
chronologically.

B. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
1. The Origin of Pepper in the

Archipelago
The most important and abundant
commodity of all trading commodities
in Sumatra is pepper (Marsden, 2008:
151). Pepper plants are found in almost
all corners of Sumatra. There were three
pepper-producing regions in Sumatra at
the beginning of the arrival of
Europeans in the early sixteenth-
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eighteenth century. First, the coastal
area north of Sumatra’s west coast
(Barus, Singkil, and Meulaboh).
Second, the southern part of the west
coast of Sumatra includes Indrapura,
Bengkulu, and Lampung. Third, the
central and southern regions of the
eastern part of Sumatra Island.
Meanwhile, Jambi, Aceh, Pedir, and
Palembang belonged to the third group.
The pepper producing region is called
the pepergebied and the port is called
peperhaven in Dutch literature (Asnan,
2017: 4).

Unprocessed wild pepper from
Sumatra and Java has long been sold to
China before the arrival of Europeans
in the sixteenth century. One type of
pepper, which is kemukus has been
known as an export item from
Palembang and Jambi and has become
a prima donna in the Chinese and
Nusantara markets in the 8th century
(Andaya, 2016: 80). Pepper Pipe
Nigrum species does not originate from
the archipelago, but from southwest
India. This type of pepper does not grow
naturally but is cultivated.

Pepper is one type of spice that has
been known since ancient times. The
use of pepper in ancient times was not
only for flavoring and flavor enhancers
in food but also to show someone’s
social status. In medieval Europe, a
banquet served with a sprinkling of
pepper showed the social status of the
people who ate it. While in Ancient
Egypt, black pepper was used as one of
the ingredients in the process of
embalming or preserving corpses (http:/

/jalurrempah.com, accessed on
September 14, 2017).

According to Andaya, pepper
cultivation in Sumatra began in the XV
century. Indian traders who introduced
pepper when meeting Sumatra traders
in Malacca. Its arrival was slow, but
pepper developed rapidly in not too
long. Black pepper is so interesting
because one of the factors does not
require fertile land and Sumatra to
China. Entering the 16th century,
pepper trade in China shifted to the Port
of Banten (Soedewo, 2007: 18). In his
writing, Soedewo said, at that time,
Banten was the center of Asian trade.
Every year around 1,500 tons of pepper
are exported from Banten to China. In
addition to China, European countries
routinely import pepper from Banten at
an average of 3,000 tons per year.
Pepper was first brought by Arab and
Persian traders and then planted around
Banten. From Banten, the plant was
then developed around Central and East
Java. However, because the results were
not good, pepper was then taken across
the island in Sumatra. In there, pepper
grows and can be bred into a variety of
new varieties.

In Sumatra, pepper varieties have
emerged that show the names of place,
such as Aceh, Kerinci, and Jambi. These
varieties can also be found in Bangka,
West Kalimantan, to Sarawak in
Malaysia. Despite growing rapidly in
Sumatra and several other regions, the
rest of the glory of pepper plantations
in Banten almost vanished.



2. JAMBI PEPPER
Jambi was one of the smallest sultanates
in Sumatra until the 19th century. Its
territory stretches 350 kilometers from
east to west, 220 kilometers from north
to south. The Jambi area borders the
Palembang Residency in the south, the
Indragiri Sultanate and a number of
independent Minangkabau kingdoms,
such as Siguntur and Lima Kota in the
north, and west of the Bukit Barisan
Mountains, Jambi borders the
Minangkabau highland (Locher-
Scholten, 2008: 39). Jambi developed
in a basin of a river that had many
tributaries. Batanghari is the longest
river in Sumatra winding for 800
kilometers to become the livelihood
center of the region. The tributaries are
Tembesi (with its Merangin tributary)
and there is Sungai Tabir, Tebo, and
Jujuhan in upstream.

Jambi pepper is one type or variant
of pepper in Sumatra in the sixteenth
century until XVIII. Other variants are
pepper manna and pepper kkawur.
Naming the pepper is based on the
origin of pepper. Pepper kkawur is
known as Lampung Pepper. The
strongest type of pepper or weather
resistant pepper has the largest fruit and
leaves. Its growth is slower than pepper
manna but lasts longer. Pepper manna
leaves and fruit are smaller and unique.
Pepper manna harvests faster but does
not last long. Jambi pepper is the worst
reputation. The leaves and fruit are the
smallest, the shortest, and hard to set
the supporting poles (Marsden in
Arman, 2017).

In some other places in Sumatra,
only two types of pepper are known,
namely pepper tendrils and grape
pepper. The term pepper tendrils and
grape pepper are not based on the
species but rather the way they are
planted. Pepper tendrils are planted
from creeping pieces, while grape
pepper is planted in layers. The harvest
season for pepper plants in the
seventeenth to seventeenth centuries is
uncertain. This may be caused by the
monsoon period (the climate is affected
by changes in wind direction).
However, pepper harvests generally
occur twice a year. The first period is
called pupul agung from October to
March, while the second is called selo
fruit from April to September.
Sometimes in some places, the harvest
will be collected in small amounts
throughout the year. There is also a
whole production yield obtained in one
harvest (Marsden in Arman, 2017).

In Jambi, pepper is produced by
upstream areas of Jambi such as
Tanjung, Kuamang, Sumai, Muara
Tembesi, and other areas in VII Koto.
The main producers of pepper in Jambi
are Minangkabau people who live along
the Batanghari River, especially in two
districts namely Tanjung and Kuamang,
the federation of Kota Tujuh (VII Koto)
and Sembilan Kota (IX Koto). Tom
Pires said that since the beginning of
the sixteenth century, Jambi was known
as a producer of gold and perhaps this
was what urged Minangkabau people
to come to VII Koto and IX Koto.
Pepper is also planted in the Muaro
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Ketalo River and along the Tembesi
River (Andaya, 2016: 89).

3. Pepper Trade: the Track and
Development

3.1 The Track and Main Pattern
Trading

Pepper in Jambi is produced by
upstream areas. According to Barbara
Watson Andaya, the connotation of hulu
(upstream) does not only refer to the
upstream of the river but also to the
community and lifestyle that is different
from the inhabitants of hilir
(downstream). More broadly, this
difference can refer to differences in the
physical and economic environment.
Hulu is characterized by the number of
trade points that develop in the
intersections of important rivers, such
as Muaro Tebo. These trade centers are
connected by land routes to the
Minangkabau and the west coast.
Meanwhile, the downstream area which
is the center of the sultanate is the center
of trade activity. The trading location is
not far from Istana Kota Pilih, which is
in the export port, where a small river
leads to the Batanghari River. At the end
of the sixteenth century, the upper
reaches of the Batanghari River were
declared as a migratory area (migration
area) of the Minangkabau people. In the
decades that followed, the flow of the
Minangkabau people to the upper
reaches of the River Batanghari is
getting more intensive. These
Minangkabau nomads carry out mixed
marriages with indigenous people. In
certain regions, the dominance of their

culture is seen until the XIX century
(Andaya, 2016: 37).

Before the arrival of the European
nation, the network of economic
relations between pepper farmers in the
upstream and ports in the downstream
relations was not strong. Geographical
conditions make coercion control of
power by the downstream unable to
work. Inland residents will come in
droves downstream to sell their
merchandise if they are sure to get fair
treatment.

At the beginning of the sixteenth
century, pepper farmers in upstream
Jambi sold their peppers to the
downstream. From there, large pepper
traders transport pepper to a port larger
than Jambi, namely Palembang, Banten,
Gresik, and also Pattani on the Malay
Peninsula. For more than 60 years, most
of Jambi’s pepper production was not
sold to the downstream in Jambi but
was sold to ports which were popular
in the view of Chinese traders. The
impact is that trade activities in Jambi
are still less crowded than their
neighbors, Palembang (Andaya, 2016:
82).

The pattern of pepper trade in
Jambi is generally in the form of pepper
farmers who sail downstream to sell
their pepper. However, British, Dutch
or Jambi Sultanate traders who did not
want to wait for the arrival of pepper
farmers had formed another trading
pattern. They sent agents to upstream
to buy pepper directly from the farmers.
The agent is more Chinese than
Europeans. The Chinese are more able



to mingle with the upstream community
as producers of pepper.

The Chinese who become agents to
upstream carry textiles, such as cloth
for sale to upstream. Sometimes pepper
is bartered with the textile. Not
infrequently the agent also lent money
to pepper farmers. This pattern of trade
was followed by pepper players,
including Jambi nobles who were also
pepper players in Jambi (Lindayanti, et
al., 2013: 68).

About 60 small boats go to
upstream to collect pepper in each year.
They come between late March and
early April after the rainy season ends.
They also came after attending the
harvest held in October. Pepper farmers
from upstream appeared in Jambi Port
between November and December.
They carry rafts. Each raft contains 150
bags. Every year it is estimated that
40,000 to 50,000 pepper sacks from
upstream Jambi are brought to the lower
reaches of Jambi and there are also
through the Indragiri River (Andaya,
2016: 89).

Pepper delivery is often disrupted
due to difficulties in geographical
access between upstream and
downstream. The delay is often months
because the raft can only pass the river
in high river water conditions. When the
condition of the river is shallow, the
cruise from upstream stops after passing
the Tembesi River. Under normal
conditions, upstream pepper farmers
who bring their produce to downstream
Jambi. Europeans are impatient with

this condition because of minimal trade
results.

In the sixteenth century until the
seventeenth century, dependence on
nature in the form of ocean currents and
monsoon winds was very high.
Shipping activities are largely
determined by natural conditions. This
is because of the transportation are still
in the form of ships and boats that still
use screens and their shapes are still
simple. Some sources say that there are
several models and forms of ships and
boats in Sumatra, including Jambi at
that time. There are 25 types of ships or
boats. Some have very simple shapes
and models and small size (Asnan,
2017: 3).

Pepper is generally carried using a
raft that is sometimes made from
wooden logs. However, it is most often
made of bamboo. To keep the dry load
made a special holder of bamboo
pieces. The raft is paddled from the
front and rear with paddles in a fast
flowing river. The rafters must use extra
energy in the conditions of the water
that is rushing rapidly. There are also
many challenges in transporting pepper
with rafts to downstream, such as the
number of trees in the river (Marsden,
2013: 167).

There is a boat made of a three- or
four-meter length of hollow wood used
in the river. It only can carry one or two
passengers with several kilograms of
goods. Several types of ships that were
very popular in Sumatra at that time
were lanchara (lancing), sailing ships,
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wangkang, boats, canoes, jung, sekuner,
top, and cunia (Asnan, 2017: 7).

William Marsden mentions in a
narrow river, pepper is generally carried
by using a raft that is sometimes made
of logs. However, it is most often made
from bamboo. To keep the dry load
made a special holder of bamboo
pieces. Rafts are pedaled from the front
and rear with paddles in fast flowing
rivers. The rafters must use extra energy
in the conditions of the water that is
rushing rapidly. There are also many
challenges in transporting pepper with
rafts downstream, such as the number
of trees in the river. There are also many
large rocks that can destroy rafts
(Marsden, 2013: 167).

Pepper sent to the downstream until
the destination is stored in the storage
warehouse. There are also directly
raised to European ships or buyer ships
that have been waiting. Syahbandar was
the most powerful in Jambi Port in the
process of exporting pepper or shipping
outside Jambi. At the time Portuguese,
Chinese, Dutch and English,
syahbandar port  were entrusted to
Chinese people (Lindayanti, 2013: 66).

3.2 Alternative Trade Routes
The shipping network and spice trade
in Jambi in the early era included two
main forms. First, as explained earlier,
the upstream (inland) network with the
downstream (royal capital). The inland
area is an area that is in the upper
reaches of the Batanghari River.
Second, pepper from upstream is not
carried to downstream but is carried

through an alternative route, from
upstream to Muaro Tebo then taken to
the Malacca Strait through Indragiri and
Kuala Tungkal.

Gusti Asnan in his book History of
Sumatra explains, pepper farmers in
upstream chose the Muaro Tebo market,
which at that time was also an important
trade center in the upstream area. Muaro
Tebo has access to a transportation
network to Indragiri and Kuala Tungkal
through Sungai Sumai and continues
with a path through the forest. This
method is a form of disobedience from
the upstream community towards the
central government in the lower
reaches. Non-compliance is done by not
making direct contact with the central
government. Strictly speaking,
avoidance is carried out by not crossing
the waters that pass through the royal
capital. The act of avoiding the ruler’s
control is by moving the river. For
example, residents or merchants from
the upper reaches of the Batang Hari
River avoid the center of the Jambi
Sultanate by using paths to move to
another river to avoid the hegemony of
the ruler (Asnan, 2016: 87). Resistance
through moving the river is a picture of
reality that fills the history sheet of the
Batang Hari River community. Such
resistance is a distinct pattern in the
social and political history of the central
region and parts of the southern part of
the East Coast of Sumatra.

During the dry season when trading
with Jambi Port is stopped, Muaro Tebo
has a role as a transit port for pepper
products from the Minangkabau area



and from the Tanjung, Kuamang, and
Sumai regions. Muaro Tebo was so
crowded because textiles and salt were
brought by Malays from Kuala Tungkal.
Its proximity to the Malay trade network
in the Straits of Melaka, sometimes
Muaro Tebo is called Melaka Kecil
(Lindayanti, et al., 2013: 73).

In addition, pepper from the Jambi
area, Palembang, Indragiri, Siak,
Kampar, and Rokan which were once a
colony of Malacca were also brought
and traded in Malacca. Therefore, a
trade network was created between
these regions and Malacca, including
Jambi (Lindayanti, et al., 2013: 79).

3.3 Development of Pepper Trading
Pepper trade in Jambi develops along
with other export-import commodities.
In 1710, Jambi exports still consisted
entirely of pepper. In 1730, more than
half of the export products consisted of
gold. In 1750, pepper exports reached
80 percent more (Lindayanti, et al.,
2013: 76).

Increasing trade, as mentioned
earlier, makes pepper also functions as
a medium of exchange around the
sixteenth century until the beginning of
the seventeenth.

The use of pepper as a medium of
exchange made pepper trade
transactions in Jambi develop in two
forms, namely the barter system and
cash system.

One of the groups that made pepper
as a medium of exchange was
Portuguese traders. Those who actively
traded in Jambi Port at the end of the

sixteenth century and the beginning of
the seventeenth century brought fabrics
to Jambi not only for sale but also to
exchange them for pepper.

Portuguese traders benefited
because the cloth they carried became
popular merchandise so it was sold in
exchange for pepper. Because of his
interest, Jambi Jambi airport did not
attract import duty on fabric in Jambi.
Nevertheless, they will still be charged
excise at 10 percent of the price of
pepper exported (Lindayanti, et al.,
2013: 72).

Portuguese traders took advantage
of the pepper harvest in Jambi,
including at the end of the sixteenth-
seventeenth century which reached
40,000 to 50,000 bags per year
weighing 50 pounds per sack. They
pursue profits from that moment to
come to the upstream area using small
boats to buy pepper (Roelofsz, 2016:
226). Pepper trade with the barter
system does occur in the upper Jambi
area. Thus, Portuguese traders obtained
pepper, while pepper farmers obtained
salt, textiles or other merchandise
(Lindayanti, et al., 2013: 72).

Besides Portuguese traders,
Chinese traders also had the same
method. Chinese agents or traders came
to upstream carrying textiles and
bartering with pepper farmers. Pepper
farmers also enjoy obtaining textiles
because they can sell them back in their
villages (Lindayanti, et al., 2013: 72).

The cash transaction in Jambi
seems to use Jambi picis money
circulating in the seventeenth century

Pepper Trading in Jambi (Dedi Arman)



                                                                  Handep, Vol. 1, No. 2, June 2018

Jambi. Its value is volatile with the real
currency used in international trade. In
1619, the value of one real was equal
to 8,500 picis. In 1636, one estate was
worth 6,900 picis (Lindayanti, et al.,
2013: 72). According to Lindayanti, this
situation did not benefit farmers. Pepper
is purchased with picis, but pepper
prices are determined based on real
value. At first, picis was brought by
Chinese traders. However, to overcome
the fluctuations in the picis value, the
Jambi Sultanate printed the picis money
themselves.

Pepper prices in a number of years,
from 1599 to 1621, initially there was
an extraordinary price increase.
However, after 1603 there was a decline
in prices. The price decline occurred
because European traders tried to
reduce prices. European traders such as
the Netherlands and Britain are compact
in reducing pepper prices and carried
out in a number of ports. Dutch and
British traders set prices according to
their own will. Chinese traders try to
break through the policy and get
resistance from the Netherlands and the
United Kingdom (Roelofsz, 2016: 404).

Table 1. Pepper Price Table

Source: Roelofsz, 2016: 402.

In 1640, the Jambi Sultanate sent
100,000 picis to the upstream area to
introduce the money. In 1642, heavier
picis was printed and removed light-
sized picis. The problem arose in 1645
when silver money emerged from
Batavia which had a lot of copper
content. The shape of the currency that
changes in the seventeenth century has
the effect of causing distrust of
upstream farmers to traders coming
from downstream (Lindayanti, et al,
2013: 72).

The development of the pepper
trade in Jambi in the 17th century had a
socio-economic influence on the
population of Jambi and its
surroundings.

First, increasing the number of
pepper farmers. Many people race to
plant this pepper. Second, the creation
of a pepper trading network around
Jambi. The pepper was exported to the
east coast of Minangkabau through
Jambi in 1623 with 2,000 tons of pepper
(50 thousand sacks). Eastern regions,
such as Kuamang, Tembesi, and
Tanjung in the north of Jambi, have
become large pepper producing areas.
Third, encourage mobility of residents
from various regions. Sea people who
came from the East (a group of Bugis),
East Malays from Luzon, Javanese,
Chinese, and Minangkabau people. The
arrival of Javanese who mainly worked
as pepper traders in Jambi was assigned
a representative governor from the
Javanese rulers (Lindayanti, et al., 2009:
7).

Tahun Satuan Harga

1599 Karung 3 real
1600 Karung 4-6 real
1608 Karung 21 real
1612 Per 10 Karung 121 real
1614 Per 10 karung 15 real
1616 Per 10 karung 17 real
1617 Per 10 karung 31 real
1618 Per 2 karung 10 real
1619 Per karung 2 real
1620 Per 10 karung 5 sampai 7,5

Real



4.  Pepper Player in Jambi
The participants in the pepper trade

in Jambi can be divided into several
groups. The first group is pepper
producer or farmer. The second group
was pepper traders consisting of
foreigners and also the sultanates and
nobles of Jambi.

4.1 Minangkabau Pepper Farmers
The main producers of pepper traded
in Jambi are Minangkabau people who
live along the upper reaches of the
Batanghari River, especially in the two
districts, namely Tanjung and
Kuamang. When the price of pepper is
good, planting pepper is expanded
(Andaya, 2016: 89). Pepper is then
planted in the Muaro Ketalo area to
Muara Tembesi.

Minangkabau farmers contribute to
pepper cultivation that requires a lot of
labor. Labor is also needed for intensive
pepper management so that the harvest
is good. In the downstream, pepper is
planted not too close to the river
because it can be affected by flooding.
Pepper within four years of planting can
be harvested and can last up to 30 years
(Lindayanti, 2013: 70).

Not only being a farmer, but pepper
farmers including Minangkabau people
were also directly involved in the
pepper trade. There were those who
directly sold their pepper to
downstream, namely Jambi Port. There
were also those who waited for buyers
to arrive, whether Portuguese, Chinese
or other traders. Pepper farmers from

upstream appeared in Jambi Port around
the end of March and early April. They
reappeared in the lower reaches of
Jambi between November and
December. Farmers bring pepper to the
downstream using a raft with a load
capacity of 150 loads per raft. Every
year in the period around 40,000-50,000
sacks of pepper from the highlands or
upstream Jambi is brought by farmers
to Jambi Port in the downstream
(Andaya, 2016: 89).

4.2 The Portuguese
In the sixteenth century, European
pepper imports increased rapidly. In
1500, imports reached approximately
1200 tons per year. The desire to
dominate the market became a trigger
for the Portuguese to expand to Asia.
Most of the Portuguese pepper in the
sixteenth century originated in
southwestern India, but Portugal
remained close to pepper producing
areas in Sumatra and Java. The
Portuguese can control the amount of
pepper supply to Europe to remain
lower than the level of demand
(Andaya, 2016: 83).

In 1509 before taking over
Malacca, the Portuguese had entered the
area of Pedir and Pasai in Aceh. In there,
the Portuguese founded the Padrao, a
marble cross that served to show
discovery and ownership. However,
Portuguese penetration in Aceh could
not long last. In 1524, the Portuguese
were expelled from Aceh. With this
condition, the Portuguese were very
dependent on pepper supply from
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Jambi. Apart from Jambi, the
Portuguese also relied on Sundanese
pepper supply. Throughout the sixteenth
century, the Portuguese monopoly
policy was able to keep pepper prices
high in Europe. During 1592, pepper
prices were 14 percent higher than a
century before (Andaya, 2016: 83).

As stated earlier, in the late
sixteenth century until the beginning of
the seventeenth century, the Portuguese
bought pepper using small ships. They
go straight to the upstream area when
pepper farmers experience a harvest
period to be exchanged for the
commodities they carry (Roelofsz,
2016: 226).

Andaya wrote, in the Portuguese
view, Jambi had been known as a
producer of pepper since 1545. In 1568,
the Portuguese mentioned this area in
instructions for new ideas to increase
Portuguese access to pepper supplies.
In the latter half of the sixteenth century,
Jambi began to think a lot about the
Portuguese because the hostility with
the Dutch in Banten was getting
stronger. The idea was doubted because
the Portuguese considered that pepper
in Jambi still needed some time to
develop. This doubt was triggered by
the volume of Jambi pepper yields.
However, entering the early seventeenth
century, Portuguese traders from
Malacca visited Jambi more often.
Since then, they have tried to establish
direct trade relations to the center of
Jambi because at that time Jambi was
not controlled by Aceh or Banten
(Andaya, 2016: 85).

In order to gain control of the
pepper trade in Jambi, the Portuguese
were reluctant to disclose Jambi as one
of the central areas of pepper trade to
other European nations. The closure of
information regarding pepper trading
potential in Jambi is supported by
natural conditions. The condition of the
southern Malacca Strait which is the
access to Jambi is a grave for European
ships.

4.3  The Chinese
Chinese traders can be said to be the
most powerful players in the pepper
trade in Jambi. The strength of their
trade position can be seen from at least
two things, namely the volume of
exports carried by Chinese traders and
the trade relations built.

The export volume was reflected in
around 1615, 2 or 3 large junks from
China came to Jambi every year.
Chinese traders bought 5,500 loads of
pepper and exchanged it for Chinese
goods, such as silk fabrics, shirt buttons,
pottery and medicines (Lindayanti, et
al., 2013: 67). The relation of Chinese
traders in Jambi is intertwined with
various ethnic groups and social classes.
The extent of the relationships they
build is caused by trade (economic) and
social behavior. The relationship
between Chinese traders and the people
and the Kingdom of Jambi is more
acceptable due to three factors. First,
Chinese people can be accepted by local
people because they marry local
women. This marriage benefits both
parties. Chinese traders like to



intermarry because later it can further
increase power and be accepted by local
people. On the other hand, local women
who are married to Chinese traders can
change their destiny economically and
improve social status (Andaya, 2016:
97).

Second, Chinese traders are open
to Islam and many of them convert.
Some Chinese traders who came to
Jambi also produced Arab-Chinese
breeds. There is also a translator in
Jambi who was born to Chinese parents
and local women. He was a brother of
the Jepara merchant and also had a
relative relationship with the first
Chinese Kapitan appointed to work in
Batavia (Roelofsz, 2016: 259). In
addition, Chinese people who are
trusted as syahbandar in Jambi Harbor
are also Muslim (Andaya, 2016: 98).

An additional factor, besides acting
as agents in the downstream area, the
Chinese also built dwellings in pepper
producing areas, such as Kuamang and
Tembesi. This trader is accepted by the
community and lives side by side. In
the upstream, they also sell cloth that
can be exchanged for pepper. The
Chinese trader also provided funds as a
debt to pepper farmers. After harvest,
pepper is sold to the Chinese trader.

Relations between Chinese traders
can also be established with other ethnic
pepper traders in the archipelago and
other foreign traders. Chinese traders
were chosen by Javanese traders who
bought pepper in Jambi and then sold
it in ports in Java. Chinese traders were
also chosen by Portuguese merchants,

Chinese and Portuguese, asking for
protection from the local authorities to
trade pepper. The Portuguese also
bought merchandise from Chinese
merchants. Chinese and Portuguese in
Jambi were not hostile. When the Dutch
arrived, Portuguese and Chinese
became their opponents. Jambi ruling
elders and Jambi nobles favored the
Portuguese more during the conflict
with the Dutch. The arrival of England
made, the fight against the Portuguese
more fierce in the pepper monopoly
(Andaya, 2016: 102).

Chinese traders were even used by
the Dutch in the pepper trade in Jambi,
although in general Dutch and Chinese
traders were hostile. This is indicated
by the work of an intermediary trader
named Kecil Japon, who is entitled
Orang Kaya Sirre Lela, to be an
intermediary trader between foreign
sultans and traders. Kecil Japon is
Muslim and his hair is ponytailed. Kecil
Japon was respected because of its
status as a Jambi nobleman by the sultan
(Lindayanti, et al., 2013: 68).

These factors strengthened the
position of Chinese traders in Jambi,
who dared to fight the Dutch and the
British. They have competitiveness in
bidding the price of pepper at a price
put forward by Dutch and British
traders. As an illustration, in 1636, 15
Chinese traders in Jambi exported
pepper to China whose value was 1,257
real estate, a higher value than Dutch
and British traders. The strength of the
Chinese traders has caused the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom,
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which despite competing but cohesive
to fight in the pepper trade in Jambi
(Andaya, 2016: 102).

Although the Chinese played an
important role in the pepper trade in
Jambi, only a few individuals had large
capital in the pepper trade in Jambi. One
of the strengths of capital is seen from
the small number of Chinese traders
who are able to compete with the high
prices of pepper prices for Dutch and
British traders.

4.4 Netherlands and Pepper Trade
Contract

The Portuguese effort to control the
pepper trade route in Jambi far from the
Netherlands ended in failure. In 1615,
Jan Pieter Zoon Coen, Director of the
Dutch Trade Office (VOC) in Banten
ordered the expansion of trade to Jambi
by sending one ship. Andries Soury was
assigned to open the pepper trade route
in Jambi. They were well received at
the Jambi court and the Dutch built a
trading office in Jambi.

In 1615, Dutch merchant
(VOC) found his way to Jambi Port
named Tanah Pilih through Sungai Niur.
The condition of the river is full of
swamps and thickets made it difficult
for Dutch traders to enter. Not only
Dutch, through EIC, the British traders
also have difficulty in penetrating Jambi
Port. The journey to discover Jambi was
not easy for European traders. The
defeat of the Portuguese in 1630 made
the Netherlands and Britain dominate
the pepper trade in Jambi. VOC ships
attempted to intercept Chinese

Jungjung that would sail to Jambi. This
action is to monopolize pepper and can
buy at low prices. Jambi is an important
port in the pepper trade. Chinese
Jungjung and ships from Siam, Pattani,
Java, Makassar, and Malaka in there.
In 1613, three Chinese jung were
docked there and at that time not much
pepper was available so that they could
only carry 11,000 pepper sacks. The
pepper includes pepper from the area
around Jambi which is exported through
Jambi Port. This is like what happened
in 1623, the pepper yield from
Minangkabau was exported through
Jambi Port (Roelofsz, 2016: 422).

In Jambi, the Netherlands
competed closely with Chinese traders
even though it could occasionally not
avoid cooperating. Chinese traders were
good at drawing sympathy from the
Jambi Sultanate to escape the excise of
pepper exports because they planned to
come in six or seven Chinese jung to
buy Chinese pepper. Fire for the
kingdom in this pepper business. The
Dutch even used the shrewdness of
Chinese traders to influence the
Sultanate by using an intermediary
trader named Ketjil Japon, a Chinese
convert. The Dutch also made use of
lending from jung to transport pepper
from Jambi to Batavia. The Netherlands
and the United Kingdom are also
associated with several other
intermediary traders besides Ketjil
Japon who are also Muslim Chinese
(Andaya in Arman, 2017: 61).

In the pepper trade in Jambi, the
Netherlands also cooperated with



Britain as well as an agreement made
in 1620. They agreed to determine the
price of pepper should not be more than
4 real per sack. Both parties cannot
always cooperate and instead engage in
competition to monopolize pepper. The
Jambi Sultanate was not comfortable
with the Dutch and British monopolies
because it caused other traders to be
reluctant to come to Jambi. In 1620, not
one Chinese ship came to Jambi Port.
The Dutch forced Chinese ships to sail
to Batavia (Andaya in Arman, 2017:
61).

The Dutch made many trade
contracts with the Jambi authorities.
Date of Contract July 6, 1643, between
Prince Anom and VOC represented by
Pieter Soury regarding pepper said that
the company slaves may live and dwell
in Jambi, so the people of Jambi may
trade and live in Batavia. There was also
a contract dated July 12, 1681, between
the Sultan of Jambi and the VOC
represented by Adrian Wiland. In this
contract, the Company provided
protection to the Jambi Sultanate if it
was threatened by Palembang. As a
compensation contract, the price of
pepper sold to the Company was
lowered to the price of pepper
purchased by the company from
Palembang. In addition, the Company
obtained a monopoly on the import of
linen fabric.

The contract of August 11, 1683,
between the Sultan of Ingalaga and the
VOC, mentioned that the Company had
obtained a monopoly on the purchase
of pepper, imported fabrics and opium

in Jambi. The Sultan of Jambi and his
successors, including other royal
dignitaries, had to forbid other
foreigners from carrying and selling
cloth in the territory of the Kingdom of
Jambi, and if that happened then the
ship and his belongings were seized,
some handed over to the sultan and
some handed over to the VOC.

The contract of August 21, 1681
between Sultan Anom and the VOC,
contained information about the
Company’s right to obtain a monopoly
on the purchase of pepper in Jambi. At
the end of each year, the Jambi sultan
was required to supply 1000 leads of
pepper at the price of every 4-5 real
pick. If there is a Jambi person selling
pepper to other than VOC, either
officials, royal officials or ordinary
people, if they are caught looted, half
will be handed over to the sultan and
half to the company (ANRI, 2006: 12).

Figure 3. Agreement of the Dutch Governor
and Sultan Anom.

Source: ANRI, 2006: 12.

The contract of August 20, 1683,
between the Jambi sultan and the VOC
concerning the renewal of the contract
July 6, 1643, between Prince Dipati
Anom and Commissioner Pieter Soury
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regarding the pepper trade. Records of
this contract are in archives stored in
the National Archives of the Republic
of Indonesia.

Picture 4. Pepper Trade Contract of Prince
Dipati Anom and Pieter Soury’s.

Source: ANRI, Inventory Archive Riouw 68/
7.

The contract of October 21, 1721,
between Sultan Astra Ingalaga and
VOC (contents cannot be read anymore
because the file was damaged). The
agreement dated 12 June 1756 between
the Sultan of Ingalaga and the VOC
contained freedom to the Company to
trade in Jambi. The Sultan of Jambi also
had to appoint merchants who bought
company goods. The October 16, 1763
contract contains efforts to strengthen
the agreements made previously,
namely: (a) Jambi under the protection
of the Company; (b) Chinese and
merchants who were silent and settled
in Muara Jambi assisted in the
Company’s work; (c) The damaged
pepper garden must be rehabilitated and
replanted and must not be given other
than to the Company. The contents of
the contract above show that military
power gave great power to the VOC
which in fact was only a company to

control royal decisions (Siagian, 2008:
1).

Not only between VOC and The
Sultanate, but there was also an
agreement between the British trade
office (EIC) and the Dutch VOC chief
regarding the pricing of pepper. There
was a letter of agreement between the
Deputy of England and the Dutch
official in Jambi about the lowest price
of pepper brought out of Jambi dated
25 October 1621.

Figure 5. Approval letter for the lowest
prices of British and Dutch pepper.

Source: ANRI, 2006.

5.  Regression of Jambi Pepper
The triumph of pepper trade in Jambi
was not long lasting. At the end of the
17th century, the reluctance to plant
pepper very clearly appeared in Malay
writings. This raised the concern of the
elite of the palace which was threatened
by the unstable planting of pepper.

In a number of sources such as
Andaya and Lindayanti, there are a
number of factors that have caused the
decline of the pepper trade in Jambi.
Namely, the decline in pepper prices in
the European market caused a decline
in pepper cultivation. Farmers in the



upstream area are reluctant to plant
pepper. In addition, the upstream area
far from the Sultan’s power center was
reluctant to have a pepper trading
monopoly which caused the price of
pepper to be purchased cheaply.
Farmers upstream of Jambi divert their
crops from pepper to other plants, such
as cotton and rice. Besides that, he has
other livelihoods, namely looking for
gold with the people’s gold mining.

The conditions in Jambi are
different from other pepper-producing
regions in Sumatra, such as Bangka
Belitung, Lampung, and Palembang. In
Bangka Belitung, pepper plants are
considered cultural plants. When the
price of pepper dropped, pepper farmers
let the pepper plants not be maintained.
Farmers depend on other agricultural
sectors. When the price of the pepper
prices returned to good, the farmers
again cleaned the pepper plants and re-
managed them. Pepper has been a
counterweight to the economy in
Bangka when the crisis hit. Pepper
keeps Bangka’s economy moving
during the crisis in the early twentieth
century, known as the malaise period.
Likewise, during the 1997 crisis,
Bangka’s economy remained alive
because of the high price of pepper
(bangka.tribunnews.com, accessed on
June 17, 2012).

In 1680, Jambi lost its position as
the main pepper port on the east coast
of Sumatra after clashing with Johor.
This was compounded by internal
turmoil. In the trade sector, there is a
tension between upstream and

downstream whose function is between
producers and intermediaries. The
British left their trading post in Jambi
in 1679. The VOC lasted for a long time
even though the congregation made a
small profit after 1680.

When there were problems the
economy of the VOC intervened more
actively. The Sultan was captured and
banished to Batavia. This action makes
Jambi split between upstream and
downstream. Jambi’s economy
worsened in 1720. On the highlands,
people switched to planting cotton and
rice. Farmers abandon pepper planting
because the price continues to plummet.
This is the impact of a flood of pepper
supply to Europe which has affected the
price decline.

The Palace or the Sultanate of
Jambi felt the impact of the decline in
pepper trade in Jambi. So far the Jambi
sultans and nobles were involved in the
pepper business. In the capital, they
borrowed a lot of capital from the
Netherlands. When the supply of pepper
was stopped, this condition caused them
to have a big problem. In 1700, the
financial coffers of the sultan were
empty and the palace heirlooms were
used as collateral. At the end of the
eighteenth century, the Jambi Sultanate
became a vassal state under the King
of Minangkabau in Pagaruyung
(Scholten, 2008: 42).

The Minangkabau people who
made large-scale movements in the
seventeenth century became powerful
and controlled the highlands. Upstream
Jambi became a Minangkabau area. In
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1768, Jambi people attacked the VOC
trading post. Finally, the VOC closed
its trading post in Jambi. Jambi trade
does not bring many results. At the end
of the eighteenth century, Jambi pepper
was considered of inferior quality. In the
nineteenth century, Nusantara
merchants were no longer anchored in
Jambi (Scholten, 2008: 45).

Figure 4. Pepper planted on oil palm land.
Source: https://indonesiana.tempo.co January

10, 2017.

Pepper trade is believed not to bring
long prosperity to the community. In
fact, pepper plants are considered to
cause conflict because of the hot
weather and many people who want to
monopolize. Anthony Reid quoted
Hikayat of the Banjarmasin Kingdom
complaining about the condition of the
impact of pepper plants.

“Let no one in the country plant
pepper, as it was not done in Jambi and
Palembang. Maybe those countries
planted it for money so they could
embrace wealth. There is no doubt that
they will arrive at the time of its
collapse. Only feuds and food will be

expensive. Regulations will be in chaos
because people in the city of the king
will not be respected by the rural
population; the guardian of the king’s
guardian will not be feared by the rural
people. If more (planted more than the
household needs) is planted, for the sake
of reaching for money, the disaster will
overwhelm the country. Orders from the
kingdom will be ignored because
people dare to oppose the king (Reid,
1999: 347). “

After two centuries disappeared,
then in 2016, pepper cultivation was
again carried out in Jambi. Farmers in
Tanjung Jabung Barat Regency
cultivate again but are planted on peat
land (Kompas, 12 September 2016).
The Senang Jaya Farmers Group on the
Beras River, Mendahara Hulu District,
planted 1100 pepper seeds. The nature
of the new planting and pepper has not
been harvested.

Pepper planting intercropping is
done by farmers in Batanghari Regency,
Jambi. Farmers plant pepper among oil
palm. Pepper propagates in the stem of
oil palm. However, planting is still
limited to trials and not in the large
scale.

The related institutions in Jambi
also considered the opportunity to
revive the glory of Jambi pepper.
According to the Head of the Jambi
Province Tourism Culture Office, Ujang
Hariadi was not only on the side of
agriculture and plantations, but the
spice route in Jambi in the past was
interesting to explore. The river
transportation route from the upper



Batanghari River to the downstream is
attractive for Tourists attraction (Ujang
Hariadi Interview, May 15, 2017,
Jambi).

C.   CONCLUSION
Jambi had experienced a glory in pepper
trading in the sixteenth century until
XVIII, although at the end of the
seventeenth century began to decline.
Jambi Port was once the second largest
export port after Aceh. In Jambi, pepper
is produced in the upstream area,
namely the Tanjung and Kuamang
regions, the Federation of Kota Tujuh
(VII Koto) and Sembilan Kota (IX
Koto). There are two patterns of pepper
trading in Jambi. First, the pepper
trading pattern from the upstream
production area is brought to the
downstream (Jambi Port). The second
pattern, pepper from upstream is not
carried to downstream but is carried
through an alternative route. From
upstream it was brought to Muaro Tebo
which was later taken to the Malacca
Strait through Indragiri and Kuala
Tungkal.

Many foreigners were involved in
the pepper trade in Jambi, ranging from
Portuguese, Chinese, Dutch, and
English. Not only foreigners, the
sultans, and nobles of Jambi also
participated in pepper trading. The glory
of the Jambi pepper trade did not long
last as the price of pepper fell on the
European market. The impact is that
pepper farmers in Jambi are reluctant
to plant pepper and switch to planting
cotton. As a result of the decline in the

pepper trade, it had a major influence
on Jambi’s economy which deteriorated
in 1720. The Jambi Sultanate went
bankrupt. The Sultan of Jambi is in debt
to the Dutch. In the pepper trade, the
Jambi sultans and nobles borrowed
capital from the Netherlands. The Jambi
Sultanate at the end of the seventeenth
century became a vassal (conquest) of
Minangkabau.

Since the end of the seventeenth
century until now, pepper has
disappeared in Jambi. Until now no
trace of the great pepper trade in Jambi
has been found anymore. It was only in
the past few years that there were efforts
to plant pepper in the East Tanjung
Jabung area. It is also grown on
peatlands and on a small scale. The
Jambi Provincial Government has also
not been seen to revive the ever-
prosperous pepper trade in the past.

There are a number of inputs and
suggestions related to pepper trade
research in Jambi. Pepper trade research
in Jambi has not been touched. There
is no comprehensive study to discuss
the history of pepper trade in Jambi. The
condition is different from the pepper
trade in Bangka Belitung, Palembang
and Lampung, which is quite a lot of
attention and research. Open
opportunity to write pepper trade in
Jambi from archeological,
anthropological aspects besides
historical aspects.

Not only doing research, the
Government of Jambi Province through
the Jambi Culture and Tourism Service
can take a walk or hold a Jambi spice
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lane expedition. This is very interesting
because it will open new tourism
potential in Jambi which must be
admitted that there is not much tourism
potential compared to neighboring
provinces, such as West Sumatra. The
Jambi Provincial Government can
mobilize its people who actually have
the knowledge and skills from their
ancestors to plant pepper. Jambi soil
conditions, especially in the upstream
area are very suitable for pepper plants.
This commodity is also very promising
because the price is relatively good and
export crops are needed by many
countries. Thus, the people’s
agricultural commodities can increase
farmers’ purchasing power as has been
proven in the past where pepper farmers
were able to have imported fabrics and
textiles.
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